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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-11 and 13 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Trout et al. (US 6,338,639). 

Regarding claim 1, Trout et al., figs 1 - 12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
comprising: an insulative housing 12 having a cover 14 slidably assembling onto a 
base, the base defining a plurality of terminal-receiving cavities TRC (fig 7), the cover 
14 moving between a first position and a second position and along a first direction and 
defining a plurality of through holes TH corresponding to the terminal-receiving cavities, 
the base defining a recess portion 23 partly slant with the first direction; a plurality of 
conductive terminals received in the terminal-receiving cavities; a slider 24 moving in 
the recess portion and having a body and part of the body 44 intervening with the cover; 
and a drive 32 means extending into the insulative housing from side of the insulative 
housing crossing the first direction and contacting with the body of the slider, the drive 
means driving the body to move along a second direction slant the first direction and 
further drive the cover to displace along the first direction between a first position and a 
second position. 
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Regarding claim 2, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the recess portion has a first slant recess FSR , a second slant recess SSR 
and a transverse recess TRR connecting with the first and second slant recesses, and 
the slope (with slop 0) of the first and second slant recess is all same with that of the 
second direction. 




SS 



Regarding claim 3, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the body of the slider has a first body FB, a second body SB and a transverse 
body TB connecting with the first body and the second body, the First body is enough 
received in the first slant recess, the second body is enough received in the second 
slant recess and the transverse body is enough received in the transverse recess. 
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Regarding claim 4, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the drive means is a pole 30 and has an operating portion 34 defined at side of 
the insulative housing crossing the first direction and a cam member 38 contacting with 
the transverse body, when the operating portion pivots, the operating portion drives the 
cam member to turn. 

Regarding claim 5, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the transverse recess is defined along the direction vertical to the first direction. 

Regarding claim 6, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the slider 24 defines at least an elongated protrusion44 on a surface thereof 
near the cover and a front surface of the long axis of the elongated protrusion is vertical 
to the first direction and the cover defines an elongated hole 46 corresponding the 
protrusion of the slider to receive protrusion. 

Regarding claim 7, Trout et al., figs 1 - 12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the protrusions are respectively formed on the first body, the second body and 
the Transverse body and the cover respectively defines an elongated hole 
corresponding to each protrusion of the slider. 

Regarding claim 8, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the protrusion is elliptic and its long-axis is vertical to the first direction and the 
elongated hole is elliptic and its long-axis is vertical to the first direction. 

Regarding claim 9, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the protrusion engages with the elongated hole in the first direction. 
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Regarding claim 10, Trout et al., figs 1 - 12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the base 12 extends a receiving base 80 from side of the drive means 
extending in the insulative housing and the receiving base defines an elongate groove 
40 vertical to the first direction to receive the operating portion of the drive means. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the receiving base 80 connects connector the transverse recess through a 
securing slot 42, SS along the first direction and the drive means extends in the 
insulative housing along the securing slot. 

Regarding claim 13, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the transverse body TB depresses a U-shaped groove along a short axis 
thereof near the base to receive the cam member of the drive means. 

Regarding claim 14, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector 
further comprises a wearable member U-shaped 26 and made of metal and received in 
the U-shaped groove of the transverse body, each side of the U-shaped groove defines 
a plurality of securing holes 106 - 108, and the U-shaped sidewalls of the wearable 
member respectively integrated extend a plurality of securing legs 120 -123 (fig 11) 
corresponding to insert in the securing holes to fasten the wearable member. 

Regarding claim 15, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses, a ZIF electrical connector, 
wherein the base defines a plurality of orientating holes 70 - 73 (fig 7), each orientating 
hole transverse defies a block and the block is not close the orientating hole, the face of 
the cover near the base respectively downward defines an orientating peg 74 - 77 (fig 8) 
corresponding to the orientating hole of the base, free end of the orientating peg is a 
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hook, each orientating peg is received in the corresponding orientating hole and each 
hook of the orientating peg lock the block of the orientating hole. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Trout et 
al. (US 6,338,639) in view of Howell et al. (US 6, 544,065). 

Regarding claim 12, Trout et al., figs 1-12, discloses a ZIF electrical connect 
with a base 12. 

However, Trout et al. specifically fails to disclose the base respectively defines a 
post at two opposite comers of side of the drive mean extending in the insulative 
housing. 

Howell et al., fig 1 discloses, the base defines a post 18 at two opposite comers 
of side of the drive mean 30 extending in the insulative housing. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention is made to a post at two opposite comers of side of the drive mean extending 
in the insulative housing as suggested by Howell et al to the ZIF connector of Trout et 
al. 
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The motivation for making the modification is to have better securing the handle 
of the drive means under lock condition in respective direction. 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harshad C. Patel whose telephone number is 571 272 
8289. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F ; 8.00 AM TO 5.00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, T. C. Patel can be reached on 571 272 2098. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 



Examiner 
HCP 

6/7/06 




